
 

18.30.230 Setbacks – Projections and structures allowed. 

Provided that the required setbacks from regional utility corridors of KMC 18.30.200, the adjoining half-

street or designated arterial setbacks of KMC 18.30.220 and the sight distance requirements of KMC 

18.30.240 are maintained, structures may extend into or be located in required setbacks, including 

setbacks as required by KMC 18.21.060(B), as follows: 

A. Fireplace structures, bay or garden windows, enclosed stair landings, closets, or similar structures may 

project into any setback, provided such projections are: 

1. Limited to two per facade; 

2. Not wider than 10 feet; and 

3. Not more than 24 inches into an interior setback or 30 inches into a street setback; 

B. Uncovered porches and decks which exceed 18 inches above the finished grade may project: 

1. Eighteen inches into interior setbacks in the NB, CB, DR, DC, UC, DW, RB, PSP, P, and GC zones; 

2. Eighteen inches into side setbacks in the R zones; 

3. Eighteen inches into rear setbacks in the R-12 through R-48 zones; 

4. Five feet into rear setbacks in the R-1 through R-6 zones; and 

5. Five feet into street setbacks; 

C. Uncovered porches and decks not exceeding 18 inches above the finished grade may project to the 

property line; 

D. Eaves may not project more than: 

1. Eighteen inches into an interior setback; 

2. Twenty-four inches into a street setback; or 

3. Eighteen inches across a lot line in a zero-lot-line development; 

E. Façade antennas approved under KMC Chapter 18.60 may project into any setback, provided such 

projections are: 
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1. Limited to two per facade; 

2. Not wider than 3 feet; and 

3. Not more than 24 inches into an interior setback or 30 inches into a street setback; 

F. Fences with a height of eight feet or less may project into or be located in any setback; 

FG. Rockeries, retaining walls and curbs may project into or be located in any setback, provided these 

structures: 

1. Do not exceed a height of six feet in the R-1 through R-18, parks and golf course zones; 

2. Do not exceed a height of eight feet in the R-24, R-48 and downtown residential zones; and 

3. Do not exceed the building height for the zone in commercial and public/semi-public zones, 

measured in accordance with the standards established in the City building code, KMC Title 15; 

GH. Fences located on top of rockeries, retaining walls or berms are subject to the requirements of KMC 

18.30.040; 

HI. Telephone, power, light and flag poles; 

IJ. The following may project into or be located within a setback, but may only project into or be located 

within a five-foot interior setback area if an agreement documenting consent between the owners of 

record of the abutting properties is recorded with the City prior to the installment or construction of the 

structure: 

1. Sprinkler systems, electrical and cellular equipment cabinets, air conditioning units, and other 

similar utility boxes and vaults; 

2. Security system access controls; 

3. Structures, except for buildings, associated with trails and on-site recreation spaces required in 

KMC 18.30.130 such as benches, picnic tables and drinking fountains; and 

4. Surface water management facilities as required by Chapter 13.35 KMC; 

JK. Mailboxes and newspaper boxes may project into or be located within street setbacks; 

KL. Fire hydrants and associated appendages; 

http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Kenmore/#!/Kenmore15/Kenmore15.html#15
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Kenmore/#!/Kenmore18/Kenmore1830.html#18.30.040
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Kenmore/#!/Kenmore18/Kenmore1830.html#18.30.130
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Kenmore/#!/Kenmore13/Kenmore1335.html#13.35


LM. Metro bus shelters may be located within street setbacks; 

MN. Unless otherwise allowed in KMC 18.42.090, freestanding and monument signs four feet or less in 

height, with a maximum sign area of 20 square feet, may project into or be located within street setbacks; 

and 

NO. Stormwater conveyance and control facilities, both above and below ground, provided such 

projections are: 

1. Consistent with setback, easement and access requirements specified in the Surface Water Design 

Manual; or 

2. In the absence of said specifications, not within five feet of the property line; 

OP. Minor improvements such as garden sculpture, landscape water features, trellises not attached to a 

building, and similar decorative structures; 

PQ. In a rear setback in the R-4 and R-6 residential zones, the following structures are permitted if it is 

determined by the city manager that they will not have any substantial detrimental effect on abutting 

properties or the City as a whole; and provided, that they shall be no closer than five feet to the rear lot 

line: 

1. Children’s play structures not otherwise regulated by this title; 

2. No more than one storage shed or similar use, limited in height to eight feet for a flat roof or 10 feet 

for a pitched roof, with a maximum dimension of 15 feet on any side and a total area not exceeding 

200 square feet; 

3. An arbor, not attached to a building and limited in height to eight feet, with a maximum footprint of 

100 square feet, including eaves. If latticework is used, there shall be a minimum opening of two 

inches between crosspieces. 
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[Ord. 14-0391 § 2 (Exh. 1); Ord. 11-

0329 § 3 (Exh. 1).] 

 


